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Road Safety Education Webinar starting soon

Give them the resources to go places. Safely.
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Welcome to the Road Safety Education webinar

Housekeeping
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• Camera off

• Microphone off

• Q&A – put any questions into this 

section and we will try to answer any 

questions at the end of the session
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Opening Karakia
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Tutawa mai I runga

Tutawa mai I raro

Tutawa mai i roto

Tutawa mai i waho

Kia tau ai

Te mauri tū, te mauri ora

Ki te katoa

Haumi ē, hui ē, tāīki ē

Come forth from above, below, within and from the environment
Vitality and well being, for all strengthening in unity.
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Introduction
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About me

• Primary teacher for 15 years taught from NE to year 6
• Manage the Education Portal 

Role of the educator

• Role model
• Expose the students to road and rail safety

Best practice

• Sufficient opportunities to learn - little but often
• Build on their prior knowledge
• Relate education to what’s happening in their lives 
e.g scooters, bikes, crossing the road carefully

Newsletter

Sign up to our newsletter to keep up to date with the latest news and road safety resources
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Rail safety resources
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Rail safety education plan
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Virtual rail trips
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Rail safety education plan
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Stop Look Listen and Think – the Rail Safety song
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Rail safety posters
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Rail safety presentation and activities
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• Interactive graphic novel

• Target audience Years 7-8 (intermediate years)

• Gives students the opportunity to make the right choice 

• Will send out a link to newsletter subscribers before Rail 

Safety Week

• Will be making a similar resource for a slightly younger 

age group next year. 

New resource
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Fast Tracks, Smart Moves | Rise 360



NZ Transport Agency

education.nzta.govt.nz

Megan Drayton

Foundation Manager at TrackSAFE

Foundation NZ to talk about Rail 

Safety Week 

11 – 17 August 2025







Shortcuts/distraction/trespass



Crossing tracks not at a level crossing
Nearly half of respondents (45%) report having walked on or across railway tracks away from a designated level crossing, 
suggesting this is a relatively common unsafe behaviour.
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45
47

7

Yes No Unsure

These next questions are about when people are walking near or walking across the railway tracks.
As you may be aware a “level crossing” is an intersection where a railway line crosses a road or a path. They will have signs to look for trains and 
sometimes flashing lights and bells or automatic gates that close when trains cross.

Have you ever walked on or across railway tracks but NOT at a level crossing? (%)

More likely to have walked on or across railway tracks but 

not at a level crossing:

Males (52%) compared to females (39%)

Those not living in Auckland, Wellington or Canterbury 

(50%)

NZ Europeans (50%) and NZ Māori (62%) compared to 

Asians (23%).

Base: All (n=1017)



Reasons for crossing tracks not at a level crossing
Finding the fastest route and having no level crossing nearby were the main reasons given for crossing tracks outside of a 
level crossing. 

21

[Asked of those who have crossed tracks outside of a level crossing] What was the main reason you chose to walk on or across the tracks that way? (%)

Base: Asked of those who have crossed tracks outside of a level crossing (n=466)

*Other reasons included:

• Normal in childhood or youth, many did it without 

thinking, especially in rural or quiet areas.

• Part of work or under supervision, sometimes required 

by the job.

• Special situations, like emergencies, big events, or using 

farm crossings.
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It was the fastest route

There was no other crossing nearby

I didn’t think it was dangerous

I’ve seen others do it

It was a dare, fun

I wanted to take a photo

Other*

Unsure

Those 60+ were less likely to cross the tracks as it was the 

fasted route (25%) while they were more likely to cross the 

tracks as there was no other crossing nearby (54%).



KiwiRail data

799 796

721 718

539
556

612

542

642

363

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Trespasser breakdown by calendar year from 2016 to-date



0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

West Coast

Wellington

Wairarapa

Waikato

Taranaki

Southland

Otago

Northland

Marlborough

Manawatu-Wanganui

Hawke's Bay

Gisborne

Canterbury

Bay of Plenty

Auckland

Trespasser breakdown by region



Rail-related pedestrian deaths by Coroners' findings
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• To educate the public that 

walking on or near railway 

tracks is both highly unsafe 

and illegal.

• To encourage people to only 

cross railway tracks at level 

crossings. 

Objective of Rail Safety Week campaign



Artwork



New resources for secondary school students

• New resources for secondary schools have been developed 

in collaboration with TrackSAFE and Kaitiaki o Ara/Students 

Against Dangerous Driving (SADD).

• Resources can be found on the Community Rail Safety 

SharePoint page (internal) and SADD’s rail safety page 

(external).

‘Pick your pathway’ 

Interactive rail safety game 

Rail safety presentation 

for secondary students

Railway Level Crossings

Stats & Facts

Ideas for incorporating rail 

safety into SADD activities



Community Rail Safety Awards

• These new awards were created to recognise secondary 

school students’ efforts to promote rail safety in their 

schools and wider communities.

• Applications are open for all year 9-13 students. Send 

your application to contactus@kiwirail.co.nz between 15 

August – 30 September.

• There are five awards available:

• SADD student conference tickets + $150 Prezzy card 

for 3 x year 9-12 students.

• $500 Prezzy card for 2 x year 13 students.

• All information needed can be found on the Community 

Rail Safety SharePoint page or SADD’s Rail Safety page. 

• A guide to getting started.

• Rail safety resources (see previous slide).

• Application criteria and instructions.



TrackSAFE NZ
Phone: +64 4 498 2010 Email: tracksafe@tracksafe.co.nz Web: www.tracksafe.co.nz

Address: Level 4, Wellington Railway Station, Bunny Street, Wellington 6011

Postal Address: PO Box 593 Wellington 6140, New Zealand
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Q & A

Are there any questions in the Q & A?
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Closing Karakia

Kia whakairia te tapu

Kia wātea ai te ara

Kia turuki whakataha ai

Kia turuki whakataha ai

Haumi ē, hui ē tāiki ē

Restrictions are moved aside so pathways are clear

to return to everyday activities.
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Links

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/teacher-resources/education-portal-newsletter/

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/teacher-resources/

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/te-reo-maori-resources/

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/coordinator-resources/
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